CAUSES OF PREFERENCES EXHIBITED BY ANIMALS FOR CERTAIN INBRED LINES OF CORN'
E. ROBERTS AND IRWIN R. HOENER~ CCORDING to previous work by Roberts, Holbert, and Quisen-A berry,3 rats showed distinct preferences for certain inbred lines of corn. The extremes of the lines tested were Wisconsin R3 and Illinois 90, R3 being referr red.^ These two lines were chosen for further work, especially in respect to the cause of preference.
Circular cages were used and the positions of the feed dishes were changed daily. The corn was ground in a Hobart mill. Nearly all passed through a 20-mesh sieve and approximately 53y0 passed through a sj-mesh sieve. Daily feed consumption was recorded and dishes refilled. Animals were kept on test for 4 days, after which they were placed on the laboratory stock ration for 3 days or more before being used on another preference test.
The peference tests involving R3 and 90 grown in I937 showed a marked preference for R3. The amount of R3 eaten was nearly four times that of 90 (Table I ) . Because R3 and 90 differ distinctly in odor, it was thought that this difference might be responsible for the preference for R3 exhibited by the rats. That odor might be related to preference was suggested
